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31  May  1950 


ir^Tollovlng  la  prellftlnary 

May  1950:\ 


System 


RAA  Line  of  fire:  19^2  30.6**  vest  of  North 

X:  the  dovn  range  coordinate  along  the  NAA  line  of  fire 

I:  the  off  range  coordinate,  positive  to  the  right 

Z:  the  vertical  coordinate 

XT  Plane:  that  plane  tangent  to  the  earth'* s surface  throu^ 

tje  referemce  ^pomt  (0,  0,  0) 

% 

b • Station  locations : 

Coordinates  of  station  8:  135*^9,  20190,  106 

Coordinates  of  station  10:  U3309,  23819,  113 

c.  Frame  rate: 

Five  ^ames  per  second 

d.  Definitions: 

Azimuth  Angle:  the  angle  the  line  of  sight  when  projected  into  the 

XT  plane  makes  vlth  the  plus  X coordinate  axis  in  a clockvise 
direction. 

Elevation  Angle:  the  acute  angle  the  line  of  sight  makes  vlth 

the  XT  plane. 

e.  Discussion  of  the  2k  May  1950  film. 

Station  8 followed  an  object  for  six  consecutive  frames,  during 
vhich  time  the  azimuth  angle  changed  uniformly  from  58^19 '30" 
to  5®®26'30".  The  elevation  changed  uniformly  from  47®32'20" 
to  47®25'50’'. 


Station  10  followed  an  object  for  seventy-four  consecutive  frames, 
during  which  time  the  axlmuth  angle  changed  uniformly  from 
10^01*40*  to  105®39'50".  The  elevation  angle  changed  uniformly 
from  25o48'0*‘  to  25<>07’50'’. 

Unfortunately,  as  station  8 and  10  did  not  follow  the  same  object, 
no  reduction  was  possible.  v.  .. 
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nro  00.92/1 


SUBJSCT:  Aarlid  Phenoneim 


31  Kay  50 


JUL  13  1930 


TO: 


Coocnandlng  Officer 

AF  Caabrldge  Research  Laboratory 

Attn:  Base  Directorate,  Geophysical  Research 

230  Albany  St., 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts 


1.  Per  request  of  Dr.  A.  0.  Mlrorchi^  during  recent  visit 
to  this  base,  the  following  information  is  BubnlQed.  _ 

2.  Sightings  were  made April^lmd. '^Iay  19^9.^f 
aerial  phenomena  during  morning  daylight  hours. At^thl's'station. 
The  sightings  were  made  by  LaJJ.*Arf7  Inc.,  personnel  while 
engaged  in  tracking  regular  projects  with  Askonla  Photo- 
theodolites.  It  has  been  reported  that  objects  ore  sighted 

in  some  number;  as  many  as  eight  have  been  visible  at  one  time. 
The  individuals  making  these  sightings  are  professional  observers 
therefore  I would  rate  their  reliaibllity  superior.  In  both 
cases  photos  were  taken  with  Askani&s. 

3.  The  Holloman  AF  Base  Data  Reduction  Unit  analy  ed  the 
27  /^ril  pictures  and  made  a report,  a copy  of  which  I am 
enclosing  wil^h  the  film  for  your  information.  It  was  believed 
that  triaxigulation  could  be  effected  from  pictures  taken  on 

2h  May  because  pictures  were  tal’.en  from  two  stations.  The 
films  were  rapidly  processed  and  examined  by  Data  Reduction. 
However,  it  was  determined  that  sightings  v'ere  made  on  two 
different  objects  and-  triangvilation  could  not  be  effected.  A 
report  from  Data  Reduction  and  the  films  from  the  sighting  are 
enclosed. 
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U.  There  is  nothing  further  to  report  at  this. time. 


r:, 
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4 Incls: 

Incl  )rl-Data  Red  !^t  #1 
Incl  j?2-ptfta  Red  Report  #2 
Incl  #3-5110,  P-10,  2U  May  50 
‘Tilm,  P-8,  2k  May  50 
<-Fllm,  P-10,  27  Apr  50 
Incl  #4-Map  of  HAFB  Range 
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May  29.  lOflfl.  after  won!  nt  ilie  fim  picture  had  mu  X’ 

enil  NMd  lIK'RJlRim  uuc  more  alert,  another  nhjeu  wa«  i.  \ 

kicd  )u>t  before  a nu'Milc  vra,  Ui  )>c  Rrc-tl.  A scciind  tutinii  ^ 

acallM.  and  tlicy  a']>nrtcd  tlut  they  aUo  toiiid  icc  ibe  objrri 
■lly,  Uoth  lUtioiH  twun|[  into  action  aiul  Umk  plwHm.  On 

rrrlnpinK  ihe  riliit,  it  turned  out  that  each  wai  tnukiiiR  « «>  & yyt'fl 

iSmm  objcct-lniRlit  drH»  of  lishi-.and  acain  we  had  no  JL,9i  M ti'  ..  /t'*  •/ 

».iR.ilatio.!.  Whntocr  the  dnu  were,  they  were  ImpnttiWc  7 

» evaluate.  — — 


srrBTvnw  wm  capta 


by  V.  B«  Klraperer 

(in  the  preoenee  of  Mr.  A1  Chop  of  DAC  Public  Relations) 

on  February  U,  19^5  p.m. 


at  Mr.  heme, 

Palos  Verdes,  California 


1. 


Captain  a pilot  with  American  Airlines  since  1939,  for 

16  years.  He  files  all  types  of  cconerclal  airplanes.  Presently  he  Is 
on  regular  DC-6  coach  service  between  Los  Angeles  and  Chicago.  He  has 
about  13f000  flight  hours,  occuiaulAted  at  the  rate  of  approximately 
1000  hours  per  year.  He  Is  considered  extre«aely  reliable  and  esqperlenced 
During  the  war  he  flew  DC-4's  regularly  between  Hew  Yoric  and  fiagland. 

(Zh  19^3  1 <set  him  at  Prestwick,  Scotland.  - I have  known  WljUys  Sperry 
since  when  he  was  a high  school  boy  In  Tallmadge,  (Xilo,  In  the  late 
twenties;  Z knew  his  parents  well,  and  his  older  brother  was  one  of 
closest  friends.  Z taught  VlUys  a few  things  about  gliding  In  those 
days.)  Capt . (^HliBlas  traveled  a great  deal,  also  files  light  airplane: 
on  vacation  trips  with  his  wife  within  the  USA  as  well  as  Into  Central 
and  South  America. 


2.  Captain  ^B^vrelated  from  memory,  which  Is  still  vivid,  his  experience 
of  an  encounter  with  an  UFO  on  29  May  1930.  He  was  flying  (in  the  left 
seat  of  the  coc)q>lt  of)  a DC-6.  The  airplane  left  Washington  Airport 
at  about  9^^0  p.n.  and  was  steadily  climbing  towards  a 20,000*  level. 

The  weather  was  clear  aloft  but  the  ground  was  covered  by  haze.  There 
was  a full  moon  about  23^  above  the  horizon.  He  was  headed  2400(mag) 
for  IbtshvlUe,  Tenn._  At  about  9*3^  p.m.,  some  seven  miles  west  of 
Mt«  Vernon  (while  ^Hj^Kas  fishing  for  a msp),  the  copilot, 

suddenly  sh^tSh  'Vatch  It,  watch  It!"  and  drew  his  attention 
to  an  UFO  ahead  of  them,  growing  rapidly  bigger.  Zt  was  a brilliant 
bluish  light.  To  avoid  a possible  collision  they  sharply  banked  and 
veered  about  4^^  off  their  course  to  the  right  while  the  object  passed 
by  on  their  left  side  slightly  higher  in  opposite  direction  from  an 
11  o'clock  position  to  a 7 o'clock  apparent  position.  During  this 
maneuver  the  UFO  happened  to  pass  between  the  observers  and  the  iqiper 
half  of  the  moon,  showing  a dark  silhouette  of  a slender  hull  remindful 
of  a submarine,  Its  length  about  half  the  moon's  diameter,  Its  height 
a fraction  of  that.  The  bright  blue  light  appeared  to  be  at  the  tail 
and. 


As  the  object  had  passed  behind  their  wing  the  pilots  banked  the  plane 
to  the  left  and  returned  towards  their  old  course.  Even  so,  the  copilot 
discovered  the  object  again  through  the  right  window  "as  though  It  had 
circled  behind  them  and  come  up  after  them".  He  then  banked  to  the 


Xnttrvicv  vlth 
C«pt' 


rl4ht  again  for  a battar  view  but  the  UFO  otraoked  aerosa  twarda  the 
Saat  bahii^  them.  Capt • once  more  through  the  pilot's 

windoa  to  the  rear  aa  it  went  off  into  the  distance  t<varda  the 
Atlantic. 


Two  or  three  paasenge 
”ikw  aonathiog  go  by" 


and 


Capt^BSil^reported  the  obaervatlons  to  the  Washington  tower  by  radio 
but  neither  the  tower  personnel  nor  the  Washington  radar  picked  up 
anything  significant  to  confinn  the  sighting. . 

Dw  press  heard  of  the  incident  through  the  Washington  tower.  On  the 
following  iDomingfll^ltfas  interrogated  by  reporters  at  his  haae  in 
Tulsa*  Oklahoma.  Re  showed  us  newspaper  clippings  which  he  has  preserved 
in  aa  albtaa  among  personal  Autographs.  He  made  no  report  to  the  Air 
Force  but  answered  questions  posed  by  a major  who  called  him  at  Tulsa 
long  distance  from  the  Pentagon  on  30  Mi^. 


Much  latei^BM^ t\»t  "Rank  Myers*  later  pilot  of  President 
Tnanaa's  plane*  was  flying  an  AAL  airplane  on  the  same  evening  and  ob> 
served  a brilliant  bluish  object  between  Nashville  and  Knoxville  at  such 
a time  that  it  could  well  have  been  the  same  UFO". 

The  possibility  that  the  UFO  seen  by  ec^ilot  was 

a meteor  was  emphatically  discounted  ^^oth.  ”Capt.  I^BI^does  not 
believe  that  the  seemingly  erratic  apparent  movement  of  the  object  could 
have  been  an  illusion  produced  solely  by  the  three  veering  manewers  of 
their  own  aircraft.  The  observation  of  the  bright  light  being  at  what 
they  called  the  rear  of  the  oblong  or  cigar  shaped  silhouette  of  the 
object  as  it  passed  for  a fleeting  fraction  of  a second  in  front  of  the 
disk  of  the  full  moon  seems  hard  to  reconcile  with  the  brilliant  visi- 
bility of  this  light  during  the  earlier  head-on  approach  phase*  unless 
it  is  assuned  that  the  luminous  area  was  much  larger  than  the  cross 
section  of  the  body. 


VBK 


ROTS:  According  to  the  Alnanae  the  moon  was  full  on  May  30*^  19^0. 


VO  OA0  (nmnATXOR  om''' 
aCDMSt  Mm«l  •!  .ijint 


9tm»  IW 
OmWi  Co1«m4» 


A Mucer  toddent  that  might  have  become  a elaisic  Unknown 
oecurred  in  Denver  at  to  a.m.  on  a fummer’s  day  in  1950.  A man 
woi  fitting  on  the  shady  ^rch  of  his  house,  reading.  Beyond  the 
pOTch  roof  the  sun  shone  brightly.  Glancing  up  from  his  book, 
he  was  startled  to  see  a formation  of  perhaps  a dozen  spherical 
bb|ects,  shining  iridescently,  traveling  toward  the  distant  mountains. 
At  he  watched,  those  in  the  front  the  procession  seemed  to  vanish 
instantly  while  others  appeared  out  of  nowhere  to  join  the  parade 
at  the  rear.  Measuring  their  size  against  the  mountain  background, 
be  decided  they  were  “immense'’  and  they  moved  at  fantastic  speed, 
covering  the  thirty  or  so  miles  to  the  mountains  in  a matter  of  five 
or  six  seconds. 

Too  stunned  to  take  action,  he  was  still  numb  from  shock  when 
he  heard  a faint  “Hello,”  and  looked  up— to  realize  that  the  little 
girl  across  the  street  was  blowing  soap  bubbles.  If  the  man  had 
jumped  up  when  he  first  saw  the  objects  and  had  rushed  into  the 
house  to  telephone  the  nearest  saucer  club,  he  might  never  have, 
louad'out  that  the  “spaceships”  were  only  bubbles  [15J.. 


